
TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF GENDER EQUALITY WITHIN THE LDS CHURCH  

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE:  A New Year, A New Wave 

1. Provide a safe place to 

discuss struggles with gen-

der inequality in the LDS 

church.  

2. Work with leaders to allow 

a more full participation of 

women and aid in the re-

tention  of women. 

3. Promote social justice for 

women both within the 

church and in the larger 

world. 

4. To encourage LDS 

women to understand their 

rich history, develop every 

spiritual gift promised them 

and claim the blessings of 

heaven. 

Vision 
LDS 

WAVEôS  

    The idea behind the HOPE 
blog was to feature stories of 
specific interactions with 
church leaders or members, 
callings, or experiences at 
church. The positive experi-
ences could be used as best 
practices for us to pass on to 
our church leaders. The pain-
ful experiences help us advo-
cate for change.  
    Throughout WAVEôs first 
year, we featured HOPE blog 
stories ranging from experi-
ences with feminist awaken-

TO SHARE YOUR STORY EMAIL US AT: HOPEIDE AS@LDSWAVE.ORG  

 

Award 
LDS WAVE 

Won an 

Weôd like to thank the Academy 

City Weekly... 

 

In March, LDS WAVE was hon-

ored in City Weeklyôs Best of Utah 

2011 awards ceremony. Our very 

own Tresa Edmunds was there to 

accept the award for ñBest Mor-

mon Feministò on our behalf. We 

are honored beyond belief.  

stories ranging from ex-
periences with feminist 
awakenings, including a 
Bishopôs waking up to 
feminist issues, how femi-
nist resources can affect 
real change for youth 
standards night, an ex-
perience of censoring a 
Mormon.org profile, and a 
successful stake confer-
ence. The HOPE blog is 
continuing to  post stories 
of the good and some-
times not-so-good ways 

women are treated in the 
church. 

    We hope to bring you 
more stories over the next 
year that highlight the best 
of our religion and the 
places that could still use a 
little work. We at WAVE 
truly believe that it is only in 
sharing our stories and us-
ing our voices that  substan-
tive change can be accom-
plished. 

ISSUE 1   Â   SEPTEMBER   Â   2011 

DEAR READERS, 
 
.Have you ever wanted to: 1) search the entire bloggernaccle for all the great posts and comments writ-

ten on one topic? 2) get a consensus from the online forums to explain (in bullet point formatting) the 

best way to do something, say, talk to your kids about sex, or modesty, or abuse? 3) direct a friend to 

the posts that helped you without having to give her 45 links and 35 caveats? 

 

I have often wished for all of these things. I admire and appreciate the many thoughtful Mormon-based 

blogs out there, but I never have time to keep up on all of them. When I do make the time to search 

through my favorite blogs with a topic in mind, I often get entrenched in peopleôs stories, sidetracked to 

other links, and eventually forget what I started out researching in the first place. As the acting presi-

dent of WAVE this year my goal is to create solutions to of these problems and at the same time fulfill 

our mission of increasing womenôs voice and equality in the church. 

 

We are doing some really exciting things at WAVE this year! The greatest feedback we got from our 

actions last year (from both conservative and liberal members) was from our Words of Wisdom quote 

book of LDS women. We saw a need (womenôs voices were not present in 2010 church curriculum 

materials) and we filled it (our book has more than 150 quotes from women on topics ranging for scrip-

tures to motherhood). We are going to do a similar thing this year by creating a series of Topical 

Guides that will give women's input on various subjects that impact our daily lives as members of the 

church. For example, we were contacted this year by a bishop wondering what he can do to include 

women more in his ward. In conjunction with Carolineôs recent post about how to empower women on 

a ward level, WAVE is going to great a guide of suggestions about how women and church leaders can 

increase gender equality in wards. 

 

However, we want to include suggestions from and previously written posts about this subject through-

out the bloggernaccle. As such we will need everyoneôs participation in this project. WAVE has begun 

creating committees for various topics who will create a first draft of the guide. Then we will make it 

available to the larger bloggernaccle for people to add contributions, advice, and comments based on 

their experiences (kind of like an open source document). We have already created a website where 

people can add links and summaries about what has been written on that topicé (Continued on Pg. 2) 

The media reception WAVE has received over our first year has been ex-

traordinary, beginning with the Salt Lake Tribune including our arrival in 

the article "Mormon Feminism: it's Back" and highlighted especially by 

Salt Lake City Weekly creating an award for us in their yearly Best of 

Utah awards, naming us "Best Mormon Feminists." City Weekly also pub-

lished a couple of interviews earlier in the year, one introducing WAVE 

and our goals, and the other in response to comments on that piece sur-

rounding the issue of changing tables in men's bathrooms. KRCL's Radio-

Active dedicated an episode to the mission of WAVE, talking with board 

members Chelsea Shields Strayer and Meghan Raynes Matthews, and we 

have also been featured in articles on Patheos.com, and Bitch magazine. 

In response to a list published by Deseret News highlighting Mormon in-

tellectuals, WAVE wrote an editorial highlighting the lack of women on 

the list and announcing an effort to recognize the intellectuals in our 

community who also happen to be women. WAVE board members have 

also become recognized experts on issues surrounding Mormonism and 

women and have been featured in many episodes of Mormon Matters, 

Mormon Stories, and KRCL's RadioActive.  
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LDS WAVE HISTORY; 
WORDS OF WISDOM 
PROJECT 

WOMENôS SERVICE  
MISSION; CALLS TO  
ACTION; ASK A FEMINIST  

THE HOPE BLOG;  
WAVE NEWS 

LDS WAVE in the Media 
 

Get daily updates about 
WAVE along with links to 

interesting stories and  
social justice actions by 

joining our Facebook 
group.  

Help us spread the word about WAVE, and let 
us know how we can help women in your area. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.the-exponent.com/2011/08/19/empowering-women-on-the-ward-level/
http://www.the-exponent.com/2011/08/19/empowering-women-on-the-ward-level/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGxSeHNIWXI0b19BMUFXSUpxRjlHVmc6MQ
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/lifestyle/50080435-80/women-mormon-feminism-church.html.csp
http://www.cityweekly.net/utah/article-2-13591-best-of-utah-2011-media-politics-by-city-weekly-staff.html
http://www.cityweekly.net/utah/article-12213-new-mormon-feminist-group-lobbies-lds-church.html
http://www.cityweekly.net/utah/blog-4328-mormon-feminists-respond-to-changing-table-debate.html
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/krcl/news.newsmain/article/1/0/1715962/RadioActive/RadioActive%21.Oct.20.LDS.Wave
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700148159/Mormon-women-incredible-intellectuals.html

